
The Colorado Chapter of the American Public Works Association (APWA) is requesting abstracts for presentation at the 7th Annual Chapter Confer-
ence to be held October 26 & 27, 2020. We are looking to change the format and session lengths and are interested in creative and innovative 
presentations. You are invited to speak and share your public works experiences.

The theme for the 2020 Conference is EXPANDING THE POSSIBILITIES 

How can you expect to expand your possibilities if you always stick to the same routine or shy away from getting involved in a role or project that’s 
not familiar?  For this year’s conference we are seeking presentations that deal with the obscure or less familiar side of Public Works.   Can you 
show others how you have ventured into something new by exploring an area or discipline that took you out of your comfort zone?
  

Whether you are a consultant or employed in a public agency we want to hear about things that you do that are less well known or not always 
recognized as public works projects or responsibilities.  The opportunities are endless, every organization is structured differently and encompass 
many different disciplines.  Maybe you have projects such as facilities, fleet, sanitary sewer, parks and recreation - who knows what projects you 
may manage?!  Or maybe you have a project that was a complete failure.  Don’t be afraid to share it, we can all learn from others’ mistakes and 
try and avoid these pitfalls in the future.  

We want you to share your creative mindset with others, offering all your ideas, no matter how small they may seem; your idea nugget may spark a 
new possibility for someone else.  The more knowledge you get before attempting something new, the more confidence you’ll have in your ability 
to handle it. Besides, think of the opportunities that trying something new exposes you to. You’ll never know until you try!  Expanding the Pos-
sibilities is about realizing the tipping point where enough ideas come together, and the possible combination of these ideas creates an explosion 
of innovation. These ideas are the building blocks for what we do in Public Works.  With enough differently stacked blocks anything is possible; it 
allows for almost limitless growth and potential.

We are always in search of new and innovative ideas for the conference presentations.  All ideas are encouraged!

This conference gives you an opportunity to network with public works professionals, and share new ideas, innovative project approaches, or les-
sons learned with your peers.

No matter your role in public works, there is something for everyone at the Colorado Chapter’s 7th Annual Conference.  Public works profession-
als from both the public and private sectors attend to stay up-to-date on emerging trends, and innovative practices and strategies.  Speakers at 
the Conference are people like you who have met the challenge of managing public works projects and organizations.  They view speaking at this 
Conference as a chance to advance their careers and to invest in the future of the public works profession by sharing what they know.  Presenta-
tions are a way to instruct your fellow engineers, scientists, and community leaders on new techniques and interesting project lessons unique to 
the industry. 

CALL FOR CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

2020
October 26 & 27

Arvada Center

The conference will be held at the Arvada Center for the Arts and Humanities, 6901 Wadsworth Boulevard, Arvada, Colorado.  

For budgetary planning, we anticipate early conference registration to be $275.  Conference registration will begin in July. 

Speakers will receive conference registration for the day of their presentation.  If you wish to attend the other day of the conference, the 
fee is $150.

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

ABSTRACT SUBMITTAL FORM - New this year!
Submittals will only be accepted using the submittal form available on the Colorado Chapter website!  Please complete the submittal form 
and return via email to Pamela at bdweimer@msn.com by June 1, 2020.  You will receive a confirmation email.  We anticipate notifying 
speakers of their selection by June 15, 2020. Current information on the conference will be posted on the conference page at 
http://colorado.apwa.net/ as it becomes available.  


